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Preface
All praise is due to Allah, the Master of the Day of Judgement. Peace, blessings and 
salutations be upon our leader Nabi  when he is remembered and when he 
is not. 

The Uthmani Khilafah is a golden chapter in the history of Islam. During its 600 years 
of rule its sphere of influence covered 3 continents: Europe, Asia and Africa. The sum 
total of the lands which were under Uthmani rule at different times covered an area 
of almost 23 million square kilometers. During the peak of Uthmani rule under Sultan 
Sulaiman, the Khilafah ruled from Baghdad to Algeria including Budapest and the 
Crimea. The Uthmanis liberated lands that their predecessors did not reach such as 
Greece, Yugoslavia, (Serbia and Montenegro), Bosnia, Herzegovina, Albania, Macedonia, 
Bulgaria, Romania, Hungary, Moldova, Ukraine, Cyprus, Austria, Poland, Slovakia, Italy, 
Armenia, Georgia, the Caucasian countries and large parts of Russia.

The Uthmani Khilafah not only created a balanced Islamic culture in Istanbul and Anatolia, 
but made invaluable contributions to the Muslim world as a whole. It consolidated the 
Islamic lands linking the major Islamic cities of Makkah, Madinah, Baghdad, Damascus, 
Cairo and Istanbul. Through its armies and policies, it defended Islam from the attacks 
of the Christian world, it protected the blessed lands from the Portuguese colonialists, 
it rescued thousands of Muslims from the deadly clutches of the Spanish Inquisition, it 
prevented the colonisation of Shaam and Egypt, it preserved Islam in North Africa, it 
prevented the spread of corrupt Shia beliefs, it prevented Jewish settlement in Palestine 
and it sought to protect Russian pilgrims in the Crimea. It also played a huge role in 
Europe. Much of European history has been shaped by the Uthmani Khilafah and many 
of the people it won over to Islam remain Muslim till today such as in the Balkan states.

In this book, we have tried to present our English-speaking readers with a glimpse of 
various aspects of the Uthmani Khilafah. We felt the need to compile a brief work on 
this topic due to the scarcity of material in English covering the Islamic dimension of 
the Khilafah. Because of the vastness of the topic and the incapability of the author to 
do justice to it, this book is by no means comprehensive. Suggestions for improvement 
in future editions are most welcome.

We would like to express our gratitude to all those who contributed to the project: 
Moulana Ridwaan Kajee for providing a substantial amount of background material; 
Moulana Younus  Ali for providing research material and images; and Moulana Moosa 
Kajee and Moulana Imraan Kajee for proofreading. May Allah reward them greatly.

Afzal Ismail
Rabiul Aakhir 1439 / December 2017       



Istanbul
Istanbul is the largest city in Turkey. Situated on the shores of 
the Bosphorus, it is the only city in the world to be situated 
in two continents, Europe and Asia. It is strategically placed, 
linking the Black Sea and the Mediterranean Sea. It is on the 
land route from Europe to Asia making it the crossroads between 
the east and the west.

Map showing the strategic importance of Istanbul




A visitor to the city of Istanbul has much to see and many 
lessons to learn. It is a city filled with Islamic history. 
Together with its many historical monuments, museums, 
libraries, bazars, tombs and public baths, it is a city 
adorned with domes and minarets of numerous masaajid. 
The minarets and masaajid give Istanbul its characteristic 
skyline. Istanbul can rightly be regarded as one of the 
largest outdoor museums in the world. 

As Istanbul or Constantinople (historical name of Istanbul) 
served as the capital city of the Roman Empire, the 
Byzantine Empire, the Latin Empire and the Uthmani 
Khilafah, a visitor to the city will also come across relics 
and buildings from civilisations besides the Uthmani 
Khilafah. As this is a guidebook for Islamic Istanbul, it 
will mainly focus on the Islamic sites.

 

y
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The Masjid of Abu Ayyub al-Ansari 

The grave of Abu Ayyub al-Ansari  is situated in the Eyup district on the Golden 
Horn. The Masjid situated close to his grave was originally built in 1458 by the order of 
Sultan Muhammed al-Fatih and later extended by Sultan Murad in 1591. It was rebuilt 
in the 1800’s by Sultan Saleem III. The Masjid is in the vicinity of a large cemetery 
which contains the graves of many great scholars, soldiers and statesmen.1   

Abu Ayyub al-Ansari  was that fortunate Sahabi who hosted Nabi  upon 
the latter’s arrival in Madinah after the hijrah. Nabi  stayed for approximately 
6 months in his home. Abu Ayyub al-Ansari  was very old but chose to participate 
in the campaign to liberate Constantinople during the era of Muawiyah . He passed 
away during the campaign and was buried close to the city walls in 49 Hijri. During 
the burial process one of the onlookers from the 
top of the walls of Constantinople shouted out, 
“It seems as though you are burying one of your 
leaders. After your departure, we shall dig out 
the body and mutilate it!” In reply, the leader 
of the Muslim army announced, “If news ever 
reaches us that this body has been dishonoured 
in any way, we shall tear down every church 
and kill every Christian that exists from here 
till Madinah!” Fearing the threat, the Christians 
gave up their evil idea. With the passing of time 
the area where Abu Ayyub al-Ansari  had 
been buried was forgotten.

1 Istanbul, p97-98

S i t e s  T o  V i s i t

The Uthmani  Khi lafah was 
guided by the Islamic principles 
of thriftiness and prudence in 
financial matters. As a result, 
the Uthmanis built masaajid, 
madrasahs, schools, hospitals, Sufi 
lodges, public baths, fountains, 
libraries and guest inns for public 
benefit. They did not squander 
their resources constructing 
statues and arches of triumph to 
commemorate their victories like 
the empires of the West.
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    The cemetery behind the Masjid of Abu Ayyub al-Ansari 

Sultan Muhammah al-Fatih was aware that this great Sahabi was buried in Istanbul. 
After the liberation of the city in 1453 the Sultan requested his Shaikh to identify the 
area of the grave. The Shaikh agreed and proceeded in a particular direction, saying, 
“I notice a spiritual glow emanating from that area.” When the Shaikh returned, he 
declared, “I came into contact with the soul of Abu Ayyub al-Ansari  and he 
congratulated me with the words, “May Allah reward your efforts as you people have 
emancipated me from the darkness of the land of disbelief.” The Sultan replied, “I 
believe you, however, I would like to see a sign which will put my heart at rest.” The 
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Shaikh advised, “Dig up this portion of land. After digging two armsʼ length, you will 
find a piece of marble with an inscription.” They did as advised and found the marble. 
The writing was deciphered and the area was confirmed to be the grave of Abu Ayyub 
al-Ansari .2 A tomb and a masjid were built close by in his honour. The whole 
district is today called Eyup (from Ayyub) and the Sahabi is called Eyup Sultan.3 Sultan 
is a title of respect according to the Turks and shows the respect they accord to him. 

The Uthmani Sultans regarded the grave of Abu Ayyub al-Ansari  as the most 
blessed of places in their vicinity. Taqleed-i-sayf (girding of the sword) was done at 
the masjid of Eyup Sultan symbolising the transfer of power to the new Sultan. This 
was a tradition initiated by Sultan Muhammed al-Fatih. The most prominent scholar 
of the time, Shaikh Aaq Shamsuddeen4 , tied a sword to the belly of his student, 
Muhammed al-Fatih. The sword was that of Uthman Gazi, the founder of the Uthmani 
Khilafah. From then on, every Uthmani Sultan took possession of the sword in this 
way to maintain the continuity within the Khilafah as well as to create a connection 
with the Uthmani’s early ideal of jihad.5 Uthmani Sultans also used to visit the grave 
of Abu Ayyub al-Ansari  for blessings before proceeding in jihad against the 
European disbelievers.6

Just outside the masjid of Abu Ayyub al-Ansari  there are two huge trees which 
are said to have been planted by Sahabah.7 

The Sultanahmet Masjid (The Blue Mosque)

The Sultanahmet Masjid is an iconic feature of the Istanbul landscape. It was built in 
the 17th century by Sultan Ahmed I in close proximity to the Hagia Sophia. Construction 
began in 1609 and took seven years to complete. The masjid was designed by the architect 
Muhammed Aga. The original masjid complex included a madrasah, hospital, public 
kitchen, fountains, public bath and a hospice. It is known as the Blue Mosque because 
of the blue tiles that adorn its interior. Historians have recorded that the Sultan helped 
carry stones when the masjid was being built.8 Until the 19th century, this masjid served 
as the traditional point of departure for the annual haj caravan.

2 Al-Badrut Tali Bi Mahasini Mim Badil Qarnis Sabi, vol 2, p166

3 Osmanli History and Institutions, p167

4 Shaikh Aaq Shamsuddeen  was a descendent of Abu Bakr .

5 Sahabeler, p145

6 Osmanli History and Institutions, p4

7 Jahaane Didah, p357

8 Read about and travel around Istanbul, p64
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It is narrated that Sultan Ahmed I thought about building the Kabah with gold and 
silver bricks because he wanted to render his services to the Haramain. When Shaikh 
Saduddeen Efendizade , the Shaikhul Islam of the time, heard of this he remarked, 

Masaajid dominate the skyline of many areas of Istanbul. They are uniquely 
built and easily identifiable with a huge dome and pencil shaped minarets. 
During the early to middle Uthmani period, masaajid were part of a kulliye 
(complex) system, which consisted of a madrasah, hospital, public kitchen, 
fountain, hospice, etc.  The various buildings forming the kulliye were 
conveniently situated according to their functions and importance, with the 
masjid as the core focus. Masjid complexes also had commercial buildings 
with bathhouses, bakeries, warehouses and shops. Income generated from 
these structures supported the institutional buildings of the complex. This 
setup enabled the masaajid to serve the religious, educational, health and 
welfare needs of the community by becoming the heart and nucleus of the 
neighbourhood. The importance of these structures in Uthmani society can 
also be determined from the fact that more than 200 kulliyes were constructed 
and maintained across the vast territory of the Khilafah  during its 600 years 
of rule. The latter periods of Uthmani rule saw a decline in kulliyes due 
to European influences. Instead of complexes, massive singular structures 
became common.


